
   
 

 
Update | Written 21 April 2021 
 

This newsletter details some of the 
measures announced by the 
Government to support businesses and 
individuals during the COVID-19 crisis. 
We can provide pro-active advice to help 
you come out stronger on the other side so 
please contact us if you wish to discuss 
any of these issues. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Joanne Beaumont-Walker 
DipHE(A) FCCA CTA MCMI 
Deputy Managing Partner 
 
 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
(CJRS) 
 
April claims 
Employers can now submit CJRS claims for periods 
in April. These must be made by Friday 14 May. 
 
You can claim before, during or after you process 
your payroll. If you can, it’s best to make a claim 
once you are sure of the exact number of hours your 
employees will work so you do not have to amend 
your claim later. 
 
If you haven’t submitted your claim for March, but 
believe that you have a reasonable excuse for 
missing the 14 April deadline, check if you can make 
a late claim by searching 'claim for wages' on 
GOV.UK. Remember to keep records that support 
the amount of CJRS grants you claim, in case HMRC 
needs to check them.  
 

You must pay the associated employee tax and 
National Insurance contributions to HMRC. If you do 
not do that, you will need to repay the whole of the 
CJRS grant to HMRC. 

 
The UK Government will continue to pay 80% of your 
furloughed employees’ usual wages for the hours not 
worked, up to a cap of £2,500 per month, to the end 
of June. 
 
In July, CJRS grants will cover 70% of employees' 
usual wages for the hours not worked, up to a cap of 
£2,187.50. In August and September, this will then 
reduce to 60% of employees’ usual wages, up to a 
cap of £1,875. 
 
You will need to pay the difference from July, so that 
you continue to pay your furloughed employees at 
least 80% of their usual wages for the hours they do 
not work during this time, up to a cap of £2,500 per 
month. 
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CJRS eligibility from May 
If you have employees who have previously been 
ineligible for the CJRS, as they were not on your 
payroll on 30 October 2020, they may be eligible for 
periods from 1 May 2021 onwards. 
 
From May you will be able to claim for eligible 
employees who were on your PAYE payroll on 2 
March 2021. This means you must have made a 
PAYE Real Time Information (RTI) submission 
between 20 March 2020 and 2 March 2021, notifying 
HMRC of earnings for that employee. 
 
You and your employees do not need to have 
benefitted from the scheme before to make a claim, 
as long as you meet the eligibility criteria. For more 
information on eligibility, search 'check if you can 
claim for your employees’ wages' on GOV.UK. 
 
Please contact us for help in submitting your claims, 
we will continue to support our clients in processing 
claims until the end of the scheme. 
 
Paying back VAT deferred due to 
coronavirus 
 
Information has been added on penalties or interest 
that may be charged if you do not pay in full, or make 
an arrangement to pay, and how you may still be 
able to avoid these charges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The webpage below details how to pay VAT 
payments deferred between 20 March and 30 June 
2020. You can pay now or join the VAT deferral new 
payment scheme. 
 
If you deferred VAT payments due between 20 
March 2020 and 30 June 2020 you can: 
 

• pay the deferred VAT in full now 
 

• join the VAT deferral new payment scheme 
– the online service is open between 23 
February 2021 and 21 June 2021 

 
• contact HMRC on 0800 024 1222 by 30 

June 2021 if you need extra help to pay 
 

You may be charged a 5% penalty or interest if you 
do not pay in full or make an arrangement to pay by 
30 June 2021. 
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Pay your deferred VAT in full 
If you were unable to pay in full by 31 March 2021, 
you may still be able to avoid being charged 
penalties or interest by either: 
 

• joining the new payment scheme by 21 
June 2021 
 

• paying your deferred VAT in full by 30 June 
2021 
 

Join the VAT deferral new payment scheme 
The VAT deferral new payment scheme is open from 
23 February 2021 up to and including 21 June 2021. 
 
The new scheme lets you: 
 

• pay your deferred VAT in equal instalments, 
interest free 
 

• choose the number of instalments, from 2 to 
11 (depending on when you join) 

 
Instalment options available to you 
When you decide to join the scheme will determine 
the maximum number of instalments that are 
available to you. 
 
The following table sets out the monthly joining 
deadlines (to allow for Direct Debit processing) and 
the corresponding number of maximum instalments 
(including the first payment): 
 

If you join by Number of instalments to 
you 

19 March 2021 11 

21 April 2021 10 

19 May 2021 9 

21 June 2021 8 

 
How to join 

 
Before joining, you must: 
 

• have your VAT registration number 
 

• create your own  Government 
Gateway account (if you do not already 
have one) 
 

• submit any outstanding VAT returns from 
the last 4 years – otherwise you’ll not be 
able to join the scheme 

 
• correct errors on your VAT returns as soon 

as possible 
 

• make sure you know how much you owe, 
including the amount you originally deferred 
and how much you may have already paid 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/log-in-register-hmrc-online-services
https://www.gov.uk/log-in-register-hmrc-online-services
https://www.gov.uk/vat-corrections
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To use the online service, you must: 
 

• join the scheme yourself, we cannot do this 
for you 

 
• still have deferred VAT to pay 

 
• be up to date with your VAT returns 

 
• join by 21 June 2021 

 
• pay the first instalment when you join 

 
• pay your instalments by Direct Debit (if you 

want to use the scheme but cannot pay by 
Direct Debit, there’s an alternative entry 
route for you) 
 

See: Pay VAT deferred due to coronavirus (COVID-
19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

 
Staying COVID-secure notice 
 
The government has provided businesses with a 
notice to display to show you have made your 
workplace COVID-secure. 
 

 
See: Staying COVID-19 Secure notice 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 
 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=cbe9b19c-76cb-48b6-bc62-c0ffcee34c8f&utm_content=daily#alternative
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=cbe9b19c-76cb-48b6-bc62-c0ffcee34c8f&utm_content=daily#alternative
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=cbe9b19c-76cb-48b6-bc62-c0ffcee34c8f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=cbe9b19c-76cb-48b6-bc62-c0ffcee34c8f&utm_content=daily
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/978552/staying-covid-secure-poster-ventilation-step.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/978552/staying-covid-secure-poster-ventilation-step.pdf

