
   

 

 

Update | Written 20 May 2020 

 

This newsletter details some of the 

measures announced by the Government to 

support businesses and individuals during 

the COVID-19 crisis. We can provide pro-

active advice to help you come out stronger on 

the other side so please contact us if you wish 

to discuss any of these issues. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Joanne Beaumont-Walker 

DipHE(A) FCCA CTA MCMI 

Deputy Managing Partner 

 

Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 

Scheme Set To Launch 

 

Employers will be able to make claims through the 

Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme from 

26 May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The government has announced a new online 

service will be launched on 26 May for small and 

medium-sized employers to recover Statutory Sick 

Pay (SSP) payments they have made to their 

employees. 

 

Employers are eligible if they have a PAYE payroll 

scheme that was created and started before 28 

February 2020 and they had fewer than 250 

employees before the same date. 

 

The repayment will cover up to 2 weeks of SSP and 

is payable if an employee is unable to work because 

they: 

 

• have coronavirus; or 

• are self-isolating and unable to work from 

home; or 

• are shielding because they have been 

advised that they are at high risk of severe 

illness from coronavirus 

 

To prepare to make their claim, employers should 

keep records of all the SSP payments that they wish 

to claim from HMRC. 

 

Where an employer pays more than the current rate 

of SSP in sick pay, they will only be able to reclaim 

the SSP rate. 

 

Employers can furlough their employees who have 

been advised to shield in line with public health 

guidance and are unable to work from home, under 

the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme. Once 

furloughed, the employee should no longer receive 

SSP and would be classified as a furloughed 

employee. Where an employee has been notified to 

shield and has not been furloughed, the rebate will 

compensate up to 2 weeks of SSP from 16 April 

2020. 
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Additional £40m For Cutting-Edge Start-

Ups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Innovative businesses and start-ups are set to 

benefit from a £40 million government investment to 

drive forward new technological advances. The 

government is doubling investment in the Fast Start 

Competition with an additional £20 million.  

 

The competition aims to fast-track the development 

of innovations borne out of the coronavirus crisis 

while supporting the UK’s next generation of cutting-

edge start-ups – helping to build the businesses of 

tomorrow and propel their future prosperity. 

 

Apprenticeship Programme Response  

 

Guidance for apprentices, employers, training 

providers and assessment organisations in response 

to the impact of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

See: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavi

rus-covid-19-apprenticeship-programme-

response?utm_source=df7cee49-94a8-491e-bb5d-

1ff1066c2886&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=

govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate 

 

The Government states this is a difficult time for 

apprentices, employers and providers of 

apprenticeship training, assessment and external 

assurance. The government is committed to 

supporting apprentices, and employers continue to 

build the skills capabilities the country needs now 

and in the future. 

 

The information should be read alongside the 

government’s COVID-19 guidance and support for 

businesses, in particular the salary support for 

furloughed employees, which also applies to 

apprentices. 
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